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Polls from across the country show strong support for smoke-free laws – both before and after these laws go into effect.  

Post implementation surveys

· In a survey conducted just days after New Jersey’s smoke-free law went into effect, 70 percent of New Jersey residents indicated that they favored the new law, with 61 percent strongly favoring the Smoke-Free Air Act. (Monmouth University Polling Institute survey of 803 randomly selected state residents ages 18 and older 4-17-06 to 4-20-06).
· An overwhelming majority of Vermont voters (82 percent) support the state law prohibiting smoking in all workplaces, with 73 percent expressing strong support.  Only 14 percent oppose the smoke-free law.  (Mellman Group survey of 400 Vermont voters 1-24-06 to 1-26-06).  

· A year after Massachusetts implemented a law prohibiting smoking workplaces, including restaurants and bars, a poll found that more than three out of four residents (76 percent) supported the smoke-free law, with 68 percent expressing strong support.  Just 22 percent oppose the law. (Poll of 400 MA adults conducted by KRC/Communications Research for the State House News Service 7-20-05 to 7-23-05).

· In California, 90 percent of adult residents, including 75 percent of smokers, approve of the state’s smoke-free workplace law. (Field Research Corporation survey of 1,701 California adults September 2004).

· A poll of Maine residents found strong public support for the state’s smoke-free law. Nine months after the law went into effect, a survey found that 76 percent of Maine residents (including 54 percent of smokers) support the law making all bars, taverns, lounges, and pool halls smoke-free. (Critical Insights survey of 600 Maine residents 9-10-04 to 9-23-04).

· In Connecticut, 85 percent of voters support the new law prohibiting smoking inside all workplaces in the state, including offices, restaurants and bars.  Just 14 percent oppose the law.  (Global Strategy Group Survey of 400 voters in Connecticut 8-28-04 to 8-30-04).  Although the survey questions were not identical (so the results cannot be compared directly), a poll conducted before the law was enacted found that 64% of Connecticut voters would support “a total ban on smoking in restaurants and bars.”  (Quinnipiac University survey of 1,239 Connecticut voters, 4-28-03 to 4-28-03, http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x5859.xml).  
· A March 2004 poll of New York City voters found that three out of four voters supported the law.  By a margin of 75 percent to 24 percent, New York City voters supported the City’s smoke-free workplace law, a five-point increase in popularity since August 2003 (70 percent support, 27 percent oppose).  The March 2004 survey came one year after the city passed their smoke-free law.  (Global Strategy Group Survey of 500 voters in New York City 3-21-04 to 3-22-04).

· Six months after New York State passed a law prohibiting smoking in workplaces, including restaurants and bars, a statewide poll of voters found that New Yorkers supported the law by a 70 percent to 28 percent margin.  (Global Strategy Group Survey of 600 voters in New York State 9-12-03 to 9-14-03).  
· Nearly a year after Delaware implemented a law prohibiting smoking in all workplaces, including restaurants, bars and casinos, a poll found that more than three out of four Delaware voters (77 percent) supported the smoke-free workplace law, with 62 percent expressing strong support.  (Mason Dixon survey of 625 DE voters 10-24-03 to 10-27-03).

· In November 2002, Florida voters approved the statewide smoke-free law by a margin of 71 percent to 29 percent.  A survey conducted in September of 2003 (more than one year after the law went into effect) found that 75% of voters supported the law with just 25 percent opposing the law (Mason Dixon survey of 625 FL voters 9-25-03 to 9-27-03).

· Residents of Minnesota communities that implemented smoke-free policies in restaurants and bars in the spring of 2005 strongly support the new laws.  In surveys conducted nearly one year after the laws went into effect, support for the ordinances exceeds 70 percent in all of the communities surveyed:  Hennepin County (75 percent), Bloomington (73 percent), Golden Valley (81 percent), Minneapolis (76 percent) and Beltrami County (72 percent).  (Mellman Group Survey of residents of Beltrami and Hennepin counties and the cities of Minneapolis, Bloomington and Golden Valley March 2006).  

· By more than a two-to-one margin (68 percent to 29 percent), Madison, Wisconsin voters favor the law prohibiting smoking in most public places, including restaurants and bars.  (Mellman Group Survey of 400 Madison voters 8-20-05 to 8-23-05).  

Other surveys

· In Illinois, 68% of voters favor a “statewide ban on smoking in restaurants, bars and other public indoor places.”  (Research 2000 survey of 800 likely voters conducted 3-6-06 to 3-8-06 for Post-Dispatch and KMOV-TV (Channel 4)). 
· Seven out of ten Arizona voters (70 percent) support a ballot initiative to prohibit smoking in enclosed public places and workplaces.  (Grand Canyon State Poll of 527 registered Arizona voters and adults likely to register before the next election conducted by the Social Research Laboratory at Northern Arizona University 3-3-06 to 3-7-06).
· By a margin of more than four-to-one (79 percent to 18 percent), New Hampshire voters support a statewide law prohibiting smoking inside all workplaces, including restaurants and bars.  (University of New Hampshire Survey Center survey of 402 registered NH voters 1-20-06 to 1-26-06).

· An overwhelming majority of Hawaii voters (85 percent) support a statewide law to prohibit smoking in all enclosed public places including workplaces, public buildings, offices, restaurants and bars.  (Ward Research, Inc. survey of 605 registered Hawaii voters 10-28-05 to 11-5-05).

· In Maryland, nearly 7 out of 10 voters (69 percent) favor a law smoke-free law that would cover restaurants and bars.  Just 30 percent oppose the law.  (Gonzales Research & Marketing Strategies survey of 815 registered MD voters 10-17-05 to 10-21-05).

· In a survey conducted soon after Montana passed a smoke-free law, 71 percent of Montana voters said that they approved of the law while just 25 percent opposed the law.  The first phase of the law went into effect October 1, 2005.  The state’s bars and casinos will become smoke-free in 2009.  (Mason Dixon Polling & Research/Lee Newspapers survey of 625 registered Montana voters 5-23-05 to 5-25-05).

· Two-thirds of Colorado voters (66 percent) favor a law that would prohibit smoking in all indoor public places, including workplaces, restaurants, bars and casinos.  (Harstad Strategic Research, Inc. survey of 502 Colorado voters 4-5-05 to 4-10-05).

· By nearly a three-to-one margin (71 percent to 25 percent), Iowa voters would favor a local ordinance in their community that would prohibit smoking in most indoor public places and workplaces, including restaurants and bars.  More than half of voters (57 percent) strongly favor a local smoke-free ordinance.  (QEV Analytics survey of 500 Iowa voters 1-21-05 to 1-23-05).

· A survey of Rhode Island voters found that 72 percent support a law prohibiting smoking inside all workplaces in the state, including offices, restaurants and bars.  Just 25 percent would oppose such a law.  The survey was conducted prior to the state’s enactment of a comprehensive smoke-free law.  (Mellman Group Survey of 500 RI voters 1-15-04 to 1-18-04).

· By nearly a three-to-one margin (70 percent to 25 percent), Charleston, South Carolina residents would support a city law prohibiting smoking inside all workplaces, including restaurants and bars.  (University of South Carolina Institute for Public Service and Policy Research survey of 618 Charleston SC residents conducted 11-10-05 to 12-14-05).

· A large majority of Chicago voters – 60 percent – favor a comprehensive smoke-free ordinance which includes restaurants and bars, compared to just 36 percent who oppose the proposal.  (Fako & Associates survey of 601 registered Chicago voters 8-20-05 to 8-23-05).

· Nearly three out of four Washington DC voters (74 percent) favor a law that would prohibit smoking in all indoor workplaces, including offices, restaurants, and bars.  (Lake Snell Perry & Associates survey of 502 likely DC voters 12-15-04 to 12-21-04).

· A 2002 survey of California bar owners, managers, assistant managers and bartenders found overwhelming support for the state’s smoke-free bar law, with more than eight in ten bar managers and employees (83 percent) saying they think the smoke-free workplace law protects their health and the health of other bar employees, and 77 percent of bar managers and employees saying that complying with the law has been "very" or "fairly" easy. (Field Research Corporation, “Bar Establishment Survey,” conducted September – October 2002 for California Department of Health Services (CDHS). 
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